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HELLO—WE’RE 

Connor and Carlie
—thank you for your 

interest in us as 
prospective parents. 

Our story is one of two very different people 
who complement each other beautifully. 
We were lucky enough to have our paths 
crossed by a dear mutual friend in the 
summer of 2009. 

A childhood friend of 
Connor’s and a softball 
teammate of Carlie’s 
introduced us at a birthday 
party, and we knew we’d 
never be the same. Sparks 
flew over lawn games and, 
later, one of our (still) 
favorite pastimes, karaoke. 

From the outside, we couldn’t be more different. Connor is a fun-loving extrovert who 
could talk to a lamppost. Carlie is a soft-spoken intellectual who’s more comfortable 
at home than in a crowd. However, soon after meeting, we found that our shared 
values and love of laughter made falling in love the most natural thing in the world.  

After two years of long-
distance dating, Carlie moved 
to be closer to Connor, who 
proposed a few months later. 
We married in September 
2013, bought our first home, 
and spent the first years of 
married life falling deeper in 
love while traveling the world. 
In February 2021, we were 
thrilled to welcome our son, 
Arthur, into our family.   

We always knew that we’d 
be a family of four. Growing 
up, we each had considered 
adoption as a beautiful 
way to build a family—a 
shared value that deepened 
our bond as a couple. 
After having experienced a 
complicated pregnancy and 
delivery with Arthur, our 
decision was clear. Open 
adoption will allow us to 
complete the family we have 
always dreamed of.  

Our story is one of two very different people 
who complement each other beautifully. 
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Meet 
Connor I put these values into practice as a 

paraprofessional, working with children 
with special needs while working towards 
a Master’s Degree in Special Education.  

I feel like I’ve unknowingly been 
preparing to be a dad my 

whole life. I first learned of the 
enduring power of a parent’s 
love by watching my parents 
raise my older sister, Erin, who 
was microcephalic. Witnessing 
their ongoing connection to her 
gave me firsthand knowledge of 
patience and empathy.

Growing up, I was never not 
playing a sport. Soccer, baseball, 
football, hockey, lacrosse, golf—
you name it, I was playing. 
I loved the camaraderie that 
comes with being part of a team 
and learned some of my most 
valued life lessons there. This is 
a passion that I am committed 
to sharing with my children. I’ve 
already begun making treasured 
memories with Arthur on the golf 
course and look forward to doing 
the same with another child.  

After teaching for a few years, I transitioned into internal auditing. In the spring of 
2021, I made the decision to leave my job to stay home with Arthur. I now use my 
classroom training daily. My family is my whole life, and I couldn’t be happier or 
prouder. I can’t wait to watch our family grow.  

A NOTE FROM Carlie:  
Connor is so full of life and love. He has the biggest heart, and his smile lights up the 
room. It’s no mystery why Arthur is so sweet and happy. Connor is the foundation of 
our family, and I am so thankful to have him in my life.   

In Alaska!

Connor at the Cliffs of Moher



I moved into asset management sales 
while working nights to earn my MBA and 
gradually climbed from entry-level to senior 
vice president over nine years.  

In my spare time, I’m 
a voracious reader. I 
love the outdoors and 
strive to give back to the 
community. One of my 
most treasured passion 
projects is a three-day 
fundraising hike for a 
local domestic violence 
shelter, which I’ve 
participated in annually 
for the past five years.  

I have always been very 
disciplined and focused. 

After graduating fourth in 
my high school class, I went 
on to play two sports at 
college while completing a 
double major in physics and 
philosophy. After graduation, 
I went to school for culinary 
arts at night while working 
my first job in sales.

This isn’t a story of a 
woman who can do it all, 
though. In fact, it was 
Connor who taught me 
the importance of being 
present and giving my 
entire self to one thing 
at a time. It was through 
this learning that I was 
able to find the true joys 
in my life: being a partner 
to Connor and mother 
to Arthur. My focus has 
shifted. I am so proud of 
the family I’ve built. I now 
measure achievement by 
the smiles and laughter 
in my home. Now, I know 
that I have more to give. I 
am so excited to open my 
heart to another member 
of our family.  

A NOTE FROM 

Connor:  
Carlie is the most 
passionate person I 
know. Whatever she’s 
doing, whether it’s with 
family, friends, (or even 
a board game), she 
gives 100%. She loves 
with her whole self.  On a fundraising hike
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Our Home
We love our home—and it’s a good thing that we do because we spend a lot of 

time there. Carlie works from home, and Connor stays home with Arthur, so 
every day is a family affair at our residence. It’s a joy for Carlie to hear her family’s 
laughter as she kicks butt each day from the home office. Our living room is 
connected to the kitchen, so most evenings, one will find Arthur bouncing between 
“helping” Dad cook dinner and building blocks with Mom.  

As much as we love the inside of our home, our backyard is our true sanctuary. 
With plenty of space to play, grill, and hang out, it is our favorite place to unwind as 
a family. We recently added a hammock—a bucket list item of Carlie’s—which has 
taken our “relaxation station” to the next level.  

We like to think of our 
neighborhood as an 
extension of our home. We 
enjoy taking walks down the 
street to the playground, 
stopping at a neighbor’s 
house to chat, or hitting 
downtown for an ice cream 
cone on the way home.

Our community is a 
vibrant one—filled with 
friends and their kiddos, 
bustling with events 
and activity. Arthur has 
already found his place 
here, and we can’t wait 
to share this special gem 
with the newest member 
of our family. 

We like to think of 
our neighborhood 

as an extension of 
our home.
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Our Family
We are so lucky to 

be surrounded 
by family. Connor’s 
parents, siblings, nieces, 
and nephews are all 
within driving distance. 
We see each other 
weekly at minimum, 
spend summers at 
Connor’s brother’s pool, 
vacation together, and 
celebrate holidays as a 
group. The family has 
been supportive of our 
adoption journey and 
are thrilled to welcome a 
new member to the crew. 
Connor’s brother-in-law 
was adopted and has 
been a wonderful source 
of insight and advice 
throughout this process. 
He and Connor’s sister 
have a four-month-old 
daughter and are already 
putting clothes aside for 
our new addition.  

Carlie’s family, although a bit further away, is also very involved. Arthur was the first 
grandchild on Carlie’s side, and it’s safe to say that her parents are obsessed. They 
Facetime us a few days a week and get together with us monthly and on holidays. 
Carlie’s mom loves to share her passions for gardening and cooking with Arthur.

A child who joins our family 
will be surrounded by love and 
support. There is constant 
excitement and discussion 
amongst our nieces and nephews. 
They’re currently tied at three 
boys and three girls, and can’t 
wait to meet the tiebreaker! 

Carlie’s dad adores fishing and 
fixing things around the house—
pastimes he’s thrilled to pass 
along to the next generation. 
Carlie’s brother and sister-in-law 
Facetime often and come see us a 
few times a year. They are all very 
excited by the joyous prospect of 
another child joining the family. 

A child who joins 
our family will be 

surrounded by love 
and support. Swimming in the lake with Nonno 

Summer fun with cousins

Arthur sledding with Connor 
and Carlie’s Dad



SUMMER is our favorite 
season, with July as our lake 
month! We spend every July 
4th at Carlie’s parents’ lake 
house for a week filled with good 
food, fireworks, and relaxation. 
We also get away each July with 
Connor’s family for a week on a 
lake filled with tubing, s’mores, 
and cousin time. 

FALL is chock full of fun family 
traditions. This is the season we 
spend most of our time at home in 
the mountains. There, we love to hike, 
peruse farmers markets, and dance 
to live music against the backdrop of 
autumn’s changing leaves. 

We also love Spooky Season! We 
make sure to attend the town 
festivities and trick-or-treat 
with friends. Thanksgiving is a 
lovely wrap-up to the fall season 
with dinner at Connor’s family’s 
home. Then, after a big meal and 
lots of gratitude, we head down 
to Carlie’s family’s for the rest of 
the long weekend. 

Then, we start all over again.  

Our Traditions
Our traditions help us to mark time that has passed, appreciate each other, and slow 

life down as much as possible. Every season has its own set of celebrations that we 
look forward to each year.  

WINTER brings stockings hanging over the fireplace for Christmas and a visit from 
Santa on Christmas Eve. Both sides of the family live relatively close, so we are sure to 
get together with both crews.   

SPRING features baskets full of Easter candy, clothes, and books and our famous 
egg hunt in the backyard. We spend the long weekend with Carlie’s family—with a big 
Sunday meal cooked by Connor and Carlie’s mom and a family round of golf.  

Fall in Vermont

Love that lake life!

Halloween!

Picking out a Christmas 
Tree



Thank You!
Thank you for taking the time to learn about us 

and consider our family for your adoption plan. 
Your loving diligence in contemplating this choice 
is both admirable and courageous. We promise to 
follow your lead and carry on what you’ve started.  

This child will have all the love and support of not 
only us but also our extended families. They will 
have books read to them before naps and every 
night before bed. They will receive an excellent 
education, spend a ton of time outside, and be 
part of a large, loving community. Hopefully, that 
community will include contact with you. We are 
excited to watch the child grow into the person they 
were born to be.  

You are a central figure in this child’s story, as the 
first person who loves them. We will always remind 
them of the loving choice their birth family made to 
give them a life with our family.   

Regardless of whether you choose us, we know that 
you will make the best choice for you and the child. 
We’re sending you lots of love and wish you the best 
of luck.  

With Love,

Connor and Carlie

You are a central figure in this child’s story, 
as the first person who loves them.
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