MATT & JOHANNAH

Hello!
Dear Expectant Parent(s),
We are Johannah and Matt, and while
we don’t know you yet, we have
been praying for you. We pray for
your health and the health of your
child, guidance to help you make
this difficult but wonderful decision,
and comfort for the anxiety we can
imagine you are feeling. We sincerely
appreciate your consideration of our
profile and look forward to meeting
you if you select us.
While we are nervous about the
adoption process, we are also very
excited to expand our family. We
were unable to conceive on our
own, and after much prayer and
discussion, decided adoption was
the ideal path for us. Our respective
families are also excited to welcome a
new grandchild, cousin, and niece or
nephew.
Johannah is originally from Wyoming,
and Matt was born and raised in
Florida. However, our families are
originally from Massachusetts, so
moving to the Boston area after
getting married in 2013 felt like a
homecoming. We bought a house
in 2016 with a large backyard and
have spent many enjoyable hours
landscaping and cultivating a large
vegetable garden. We can’t wait to
see a little one exploring and playing
in the yard!

Our Story
Our story began in 2006, in graduate
school in Colorado. We each worked in
different chemistry labs down the hall
from one another. Our mutual friends
thought we would make a good couple,
so they helped organize group outings
with the ulterior motive of getting us
to talk to one another. With both of
us being rather shy, this was more
challenging than they anticipated.
Eventually, their persistence paid off,
and we started dating.
Being graduate students, most
of our “dates” involved late-night
conversations in the lab while waiting
for our experiments to finish. Six years
later, Matt proposed while on a hike in
the redwood forest. We were married a
year later.

Mountain biking in New England

The first challenge we encountered,
after getting married, was Matt
unexpectedly losing his job - the day we
returned from our honeymoon. While
this was a challenging and somewhat
uncertain time, we had faith we would
get through it all. Matt found a new
job, but it required him to move to
Massachusetts. We lived apart for two
months before Johannah quit her job
and moved as well.

Our wedding day

We have been in Massachusetts since
2013, and both work for successful
biotechnology companies. Our
relationship has continued to remain
strong and loving. While we live away
from our immediate families, we have
made many supportive friendships
through our respective workplaces and
churches.

Hiking together

More About Us
•

Faith: Matt is a lector at his Roman
Catholic church and Johannah is a
deaconess in her Presbyterian church;
we also regularly volunteer at a
homeless shelter

•

Holidays: Johannah’s favorite holiday
is Thanksgiving and Matt’s is Christmas

•

Traveling: We love to travel and some
of our favorite places are Turks and
Caicos, Spain, Costa Rica and the
Rocky Mountains

•

Activities: Johannah loves to ski and
Matt enjoys riding his bike; both of
us like playing soccer, camping, and
hosting BBQs at our home

Taking our nieces skiing

Relaxing in Turks and Caicos

Backpacking in the Bighorns

Sunrise in the Huangshan Mts

Touring Beijing

Skiing in Montana

About Matt
by Johannah
Matt is a science nerd who loves
reading and bike riding. He reads every
night, enjoying a range of topics from
fictional series, Harry Potter and Lord
of the Rings, to biographies and stories
relating to science. I know Matt’s love
of reading is something he will share
with a child.
The quickest way to get Matt to smile
is to put him on a bike (literally any
type of bike). Of all the activities he
participates in, this is his favorite.
Matt is talented at solving challenges,
whether at work or around our home.
Matt typically likes to have a project
to work on — repairing a bike, helping
with an improvement to the yard, or
planning an activity.

Enjoying our garden

Matt is willing to divide up household
duties, is an excellent cook, and is
particularly good at making desserts!
One of the ways Matt won my heart
is through cooking for me. The first
dinner he cooked for me was ceviche,
something he had never made before,
which I thought was a very bold
move on his part, demonstrating the
willingness to put in extra effort into
our relationship.

Hiking in the Bighorn Mts

Dedication and kindness are Matt’s
strongest traits. His most common
question to me is, “how can I help?”
I know he will be kind and loving to
a child by the way he treats family,
friends, coworkers, and strangers.

Matt leading a science demonstration at work

Starting a 60mi charity ride

About Johannah
by Matt
I was initially attracted to Johannah
because I thought she was very
attractive, and then I quickly fell in
love with many other aspects of her
personality. Johannah’s Christian faith
and her desire to help people in need
are important to her. Recently, she was
nominated and accepted a role as a
deaconess in her church. I have been
impressed with the positive impact
she has made. Johannah continues to
demonstrate her qualities as a nurturing
caregiver in her role as a volunteer ski
patroller. She helps people get down
the ski run when they run into trouble
and administers first aid if needed. I am
confident that her patience with people
in need will make her an excellent
mother.

Johannah is a senior ski patroller

Johannah is not afraid to voice her
own opinions. While we don’t always
agree, we still have open and friendly
conversations about many topics. She
tends to be more grounded than I am
and doesn’t hesitate to tell me when
one of my ideas for a house project is
beyond my capability.
Johannah is adventurous, and we
both love being outdoors. Together
we’ve accomplished 100-mile bike
rides, multi-day backpacking trips, and
steep mountain hikes. She takes these
adventures head-on with a positive
attitude. She also loves taking our
nieces and nephews on hikes and ski
trips. I look forward to her sharing
these experiences with a child.

Enjoying our garden

Riding through Moab

Cooking breakfast together

Our home

Our Home
We live in nice neighborhood in an active suburb of Boston. Our house is close to a secluded
bicycle trail and there is a park and playground within walking distance. In the evenings,
many of the neighborhood children are outside playing games and riding scooters or
bicycles.
We have a large, fenced in backyard with plenty of room for a child to run around. Our
friends’ children love coming to our house because they get to play soccer, whiffle ball and
other yard games. We have a large vegetable garden where we grow tomatoes, peppers,
carrots, lettuce and a variety of herbs. We also have blueberries, raspberries and grapes.
We both enjoy cooking and prepare most of our meals during the week and generally make
a big breakfast on weekends. We love cooking for other people and host several BBQ’s and
parties at our house during the summer.

Our home

Our Family

Snow time with our nieces

Matt and his niece coloring

We were both raised in loving and supportive families. Johannah’s parents live in Wyoming
and have been married for 41 years. She has an older sister and three younger brothers.
Johannah maintains close contact with all of her family members, even though they live
in varied places. One of her brothers is in the Air Force and is stationed in Germany with
his wife and three children. While we don’t get to see them often, we regularly video chat.
Her youngest brother is a genuine cowboy, and her oldest brother is a lawyer and recently
engaged. We get to spend time with them over major holidays and on family vacations. Her
sister has twins, a boy and a girl, and we see them once or twice a year.
Matt’s parents live in Florida and are going to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary in
2021. His younger brother is married, has two daughters, and also lives in Florida. Matt’s
parents visit us every winter and bring both of his nieces. We all have a great time skiing,
building snowmen, and having snowball fights.
While we do live remotely from our immediate families, we both have extended family close
to our home in Massachusetts. We have multiple cousins, aunts, and uncles who live in MA
and southern New Hampshire. We get together for holidays and their children’s birthdays.

Escape room with Matt’s parents and nieces

Johannah’s whole family

Bike ride with Johannah’s parents

Johannah swimming with
our niece and nephew

Matt and his brother’s family

Thank You
We sincerely thank you for considering our
profile. We pray you are getting the support
and care you need during this challenging
time. While we cannot know how difficult this
time is for you, we promise we will provide
your child with a loving and caring family. We
are also prepared to provide whatever level
of openness is comfortable for you. We are
genuinely grateful for this decision you are
making, and we are excited to embark on this
new adventure in our lives.
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